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EDITORIAL NOTES

DECEMBER-THE END OF ANOTHER YEAR.
This is the last number of the thirteenth volume

of your JOURNAL, and in spite of the supposedly
unluckiness of the "13" part of it, it has been a
very good year. Instead of a decrease in adver-
tising returns, as was expected, we have actually
had an increase. While there was no meeting of
the State Society, and thus some forty or more
papers, which usually come in for publication, did
not arrive, there was an ample supply of contribu-
tions and of a quality rather above the average.
Some notable articles have appeared during the
past year. The meeting of the American Medical
Association and of the Pan-American Medical Con-
gress brought many distinguished physicians to San
Francisco and of course to other parts of the state
as well. To say that the meeting of the A. M. A.
was a great success is to state what our members
know quite well, for so many of them came, saw,
heard and were profited; There never was a time.
when our members shoM stand more closely to-
gether; when the solidity and stability of the or-
ganization was of such great importance and neces-
sity. Suits for alleged malpractice have greatly in-
creased in number and no physician seems to be
safe from such attacks. It is a condition hard to
explain, but there seems to be a regular fever of
desire to "sue the doctor"; most of the time of
the Secretary and half of the income of the Society,
are taken up with this work alone. To be sure,
we win the suits-during I9I5 we lost but one, and

in that case the verdict was a sympathetic one and
for but $5oo-but it requires an immense amount
of work and time to prepare the cases and try
them. A very large number never come to trial,
but we have to be ready for them, just the same.
This is no time for the airing of personal differ-
ences; let them go and become forgotten. And
above all, guard well your tongue against idle criti-
cism of another physician's work or treatment.
Without the State Society organization behind
them, with its legal department watching their in-
terests, the physicians of this state would have
been in a sorry plight during the past year; it
would have cost the individual physicians who have
been threatened or actually sued, anywhere from
fifty to sixty thousand dollars to care for their own
interests. And with these few words of summary,
may the season's greetings go to each and every
one; it has been a good year in many ways-let us
see to it that we make the next one better-and
carry through it that one thought: Guard well
your tongue from criticism.

BUSINESSI !
Dues are payable January Ist. That is an im-

portant matter for you to remember, for the work
of the Society is growing in magnitude so fast that
business principles must be followed. Do not make
any more trouble for the secretary of your county
society than you can help-therefore, pay your dues
promptly. All memberships terminate December
3Ist, but in order to give old members a chance
to retain their membership, they are allowed 6o
days in which to be reported to this office, and the
assessment paid. That is, to March. Ist. Any
old member not reported and paid for before
March Ist, is recorded as dropped from the first
day of the year and is put back as a new member
from the date when, and if, he is again reported.
He loses all right to medical defense during the
time 'between January ist and the date when he is
reported, after March ist. Suits for damages for
alleged malpractice are increasing so rapidly that
no member can afford to be without the protection
of the State Society for a single day. Be sure to
pay your dues early and avoid trouble.

NEVADA STATE MEETING.
The meeting of the Nevada State Medical So-

ciety, held October I3, I4, and I5, was well at-
tended and an excellent program was offered. We
note the names of a number of California phy-
sicians on the program. Harry Alderson, on "The
,Cure of Syphilis"; A. B. McKee, on "Opera-
tions in the Eye Clinic of Stanford"; George
Rothganger, on "The Ideal Operation for
Aneurysm"; John Zeig, on "Serums and Vaccines";
H. D'Arcy Power, on "Articular Gout"; W. F.
Schaller, on "Brain Tumors"; J. B. Harris (Sac-
ramento), on "Treatment of Traumatic Epilepsy";
T. C. McCleave (Berkeley), on "The Relation of
Milk to Public Health"; Leonard W. Ely, on
"Joint Tuberculosis" and Martin Molony on
"Prostatectomy."


